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PEARS' MONTHLY MEETING
The monthly general meeting of the Port Elizabeth Amateur
Radio Society, will be held on Thursday, 26th October 2006, at
the St Hugh's Church Hall, Newton Park, starting at 20:00 (8pm). 

Our speaker for this evening will be Mike Bosch ZS2FM, who will
talk on "Amateur Radio, Past, Present and Future".

See you there!!!!!!

Wrinkly Ravers
The next get-together of the Wrinklies will take place on Thursday,
2nd 2nd 2nd 2nd November November November November 2006200620062006 at the usual venue, Barneys, Circular Drive,
Lorraine.

Come and enjoy the company of the "wrinkled ravers" who gather at
this popular venue to enjoy a good chat as well as enjoy some good
food. 

See See See See you you you you there!there!there!there!

"Geezers" (slang for an old man) are easy to spot;

At sporting events, during the playing of the Star Spangled BANNER, Old Geezers
remove their caps and stand at attention and sing without embarrassment. They know the
words and believe in them.

Old Geezers remember the t)epression. World War II, Pearl Harbour. Guadalcanal,
Normandy and Hitler. They remember the Atomic Age, the Korean War 1950-53-55,
The Cold War, Vietnam, the jet age and the moon landing the 50 plus Peacekeeping Missions
from 1945 to 2005 the Jet Age and the Moon Landing, not to mention
Vietnam.
If you bump into an Old Geezer on the sidewalk, he will apologize. If you pass an Old Geezer
on the street, he will nod or tip his cap to a lady. Old Geezers trust strangers and are courtly
to women. Old Geezers hold the door for the next person and always, when walking, make
certain the lady is on the inside for protection.
Old Geezers get embarrassed if someone curses in front of women and children and they
don't like any filth on TV or in movies.

Old Geezers have moral courage. They seldom brag unless it's about their

grandchi ldren.

It's the Old Geezers who know our great country is protected, not by politicians or
police, but by the young men and women in the military serving their country.
This country needs Old Geezers with their decent values. We need them now more
than ever.
Thank God for Old Geezers!

This article taken from "Highway Hotline" October 2006 edition. Newsletter of the Highway
Amateur Radio Club.

OLD OLD OLD OLD GEEZERSGEEZERSGEEZERSGEEZERS
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Your Societies Committee --
Chairman Al Akers ZS2U 041-3602983 reucom@agnet.co.za

Vice Chair, Awards Rory Norton ZS2BL 083-3910891 rory@commco.co.za

Secretary Chris Scarr ZS2AAW 041-3681344 cvscarr@intekom.co.za

Treasurer, Assets

Control Clive Fife ZS2RT 041-3673203 cfife@absamail.co.za

Repeaters, Packet Chris Scarr ZS2AAW 041-3681344 cvscarr@intekom.co.za

Refreshments Bill Hodges ZS2ABZ 041-5812580 whodges@absamail.co.za

Contests Al ZS2U, 041-3602983 makers@firestone.co.za

ex-Committee Barry ZS2EZ, 041-5813561 zs2ez@axxess.co.za

Mike Bosch ZS2FM 041-5812425

Other Committee

members Ewald Bouwer ZS2EHB 041-9333482 ewalt.b@absamail.co.za

Glen Cummings ZS2GV 082-4112743 glen_vaness@telkomsa.net

Special Events Committee

QSX: Composing &

Printing Ashley Goosen ZS2AG 082-3726696 ashleygoosen@xsinet.co.za

QSX Editors: Rory Norton ZS2BL 083-3910891 rory@commco.co.za

ex-com. Barry Murrell ZS2EZ 041-5813561 zs2ez@axxess.co.za

QSX Distribution: Donovan van    
Loggerenberg ZS2DL 082-8521885 hro-sa@absamail.co.za

Technical Classes: Paul Galpin ZS2PG 041-3721779 galpinp@absamail.co.za

PEARS' VHF/UHF, Packet & Other Services
REPEATERS

Town VHF # 145,050/650   Town UHF # 431,050/438,650   Uitenhage # 145,075/675

# - These repeaters form a separate sub-net in the PE - Uitenhage - Despatch area

Cockscomb 145,000/600    Lady's Slipper *145,100/700    Colesberg *431,075/438,675
Noupoort *431,150/438,750    Cradock *145,050/650 

* These form the PEARS long-range 2-metre repeater system, also linked to which are East
London 145,775 MHz, George 145,700, Danabaai 145,600, Stilbaai 145,750, Butterworth
145,725, King Williams Town 145,625 and Umtata (438,725 duplex). It is further extendable to
Cape Town via the WCRWG system. # These can also be linked as required.

PACKET NETWORK

ZS0NTP-2 Packet Node - Lady's Slipper 7.040 300bd, 144.625 1200bd, 434.875 9600bd,
433.800 1200bd APRS, Cape Linked Network listen-only for APRS.

ZS0NTP Packet Bulletin Board - Lady's Slipper Access via the node, or use "VIA ZS0NTP-7"

ZS0GHT-2 Packet Node - Governorskop 144.675, 438.275, 434.875

ZS0CDK-2 Packet Node - Cradock 144.675

ZS2ABZ-4 WMR918 Weather Station on APRS 144.625

BEACONS

2M Beacon (ZS2VHF CW ID, FSK) Horizontally polarised 25W ERP 144.415

6M Beacon (ZS2SIX CW ID, FSK) Horizontally polarised 25W ERP 50.005

See the PEARS web site at www.qsl.net/zs2pe for further details and network diagrams.
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on your birthdays

on your anniversaries

Sunday Bulletins

PEARS bulletins are transmitted on

Sundays immediately after the SARL

English transmission, i.e. at about

08:45 on 7098 kHz as well as the 2

metre linked network that provides

from Butterworth to George and up to

the Free State and their environs.

PEARS 7098 or 3640 kHz transceive

facilities are also remotely linked as

needed. In addition, the SARL's 40m

operations on 7082 or 7066 kHz or

Hamnet's 7070 kHz can be remotely

patched to the 2m network in receive

only mode or with full transceive ca-

pability for interactive events.

Bulletin Roster

7th Jan ZS2GV 26th Nov ZS2EHB

22nd Oct ZS2U 3rd Dec ZS2GV

29th Oct ZS2BL 10th Dec ZS2U

05th Nov ZS2AAW 17th Dec ZS2BL

12th Nov ZS2RT 24th Dec ZS2AAW

19th Nov ZS2ABZ 31st Dec ZS2RT

October 
12 Bert von Rahden ZS6LP

12 Neil Thomas ZR2NT

24 Kathy Gerstle XYL of ZS2WG

25 Jim France ZS2JF

26 Stoffel Carr ZS2C

27 Ria de Vos XYL of ZS2ABY

29 Pat Pullinger ZS2PJP

29 Noel Staples ZS2AAS

November
5 Andre Botes ZS2ACP 

6 Viv Moore ZS2VM

6 Anne van der Linden, XYL of ZS2VDL

8 Martin Ras, ZR2MR

9 Jeanette Mulder, XYL of ZS2AJ

14 Dot Clarke, XYL of ZS2MF

15 Richard Borello, ZR2RB

17 Cheryl du Preez, XYL of ZS2ABT

18 Martha Terblanche,

October
24 Jo ZS2W and Al Akers ZS2U 

25 Martie and Richard Borello, ZR2RB

27 Maxie and André Crouse, ZR2A

29 Helen and Noel Staples, ZS2AAS

November 
1 Martha and Johan Terblanche ZS1I

3 Dot and Ron Clarke, ZS2MF

5 Betty and Isaac Greeff, ZS2ZG

17 Joan and Barry Jackson, ZS2H

19 Jeanette and André Mulder, ZS2AJ

WANTED
Low power, crystal controlled CW
transmitter.

Model MECK 60, for vintage exhibit.

Dudley, ZS2AW
046-6223985
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HAMNET / ECARES news

The activities of members during the August floods and period of adverse

weather brought to light several aspects in disaster management which

were found to be lacking in manpower support, logistics and

communications. A review of last month's report will indicate such

conditions.

We must accept that local authorities no longer have numbers of operatives

solely practising disaster management as a professional or line function,

and the old method of drawing staff from various departments is resorted

to. The co-ordination of these loose entities is difficult at the best of times.

Into the breach should step the volunteers, which are also thin on the

ground and difficult to co-ordinate.

It is a well proven fact that the Radio Amateur is well suited to the task and

has a long record of public service and support. It. is however, imperative

that the Ham who is interested in this function be reasonably well prepared.

Most Hams are adequately equipped technically, but many are still a bit

hazy on how to fit into the organization when becoming aware of a crisis

developing. In the main cities most members know who to call or alert but

what of those in smaller centres. Here are a few hints on preparedness: -

1. Prepare your station in order to be in readiness constantly.

2. List those members who may have to be alerted by telephone.

3. In the smaller towns and coastal resorts ascertain, who the responsible

officials are, introduce yourselves to these persons and inform the

Hamnet Director of these officials.

4. Join the Hamnet weather net occasionally in order to gain message

handling experience.

5. Participate in field days to practice station preparation under emergency

conditions,

This will suffice for now but I should appeal to all those with a community

assistance interest to spend a few minutes each week merely considering

what your contribution may be.

If you need more advice or help, the Directorate is awaiting your call.

73s

Ken 2S20C
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I have heard much talk about getting new members into
Amateur Radio, it is a dying hobby, etc. we have had stations

operational at quite a number of JOTAs, without any success.

We have had stands at various exhibitions or occasions with

very little success. We have paid visits to schools and adver-

tised in newspapers, also with little success. So what is the
answer? It is my contention that the best way to get new

members is through example. Over the years a number of

amateurs have told me that they got interested in ham radio

through hearing a ham in the air or seeing a ham's shack.

I myself discovered ham radio and got interested when I heard
the late Wally White ZS2CR who stayed near me when he was

on the air. It would appear that there is little point in telling

people what a wonderful hobby ham radio is. We must be

active and enjoy it, so they will also want to join in the fun.

How much of an example are you?

73,

Al   ZS2U

Service to Vision
Impaired Amateurs

Antoinette, ZS6D reads to blind
persons on 7.085 MHz most
days starting at 15:30, band
conditions permitting.  If you are
incapacitated and want some
book or other article read for
you, please feel free to contact
Antoinette on 083 401 4001.
[from SARL Forum]

Know Your Bible
Correspondence Course

Six lessons Free

Contact

Ashley Goosen

Cell: 0823726696 or

email: ashleygoosen@xsinet.co.za
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NokiaNokiaNokiaNokia Develops Develops Develops Develops New, New, New, New, Short-Range Short-Range Short-Range Short-Range WirelessWirelessWirelessWireless
TechnologyTechnologyTechnologyTechnology

(taken from an article by Nancy Gohring, IDG News Service)

Nokia has developed a new, short-range wireless technology that it says could improve on
some of the shortcomings of Bluetooth.

Called Wibree, the technology aims to be a lot more power-efficient than Bluetooth, which
means it could be used in smaller and less costly devices. It can also use the same radio and
antenna components as Bluetooth, helping keep costs down further, said Bob Iannucci, head
of Nokia’s research center, who unveiled the technology in Helsink earlier this month

The technology could compete with Bluetooth in the workplace as a way to link keyboards and
other peripherals to computers. But it could also have more interesting applications for
consumers, in devices such as wrist watches, toys and sports equipment.

Because of its low power requirements, it could be used in tiny sensors that could be worn by
a jogger, for example, to collect information about his heart rate or distance traveled. The
sensors could send the information to a mobile phone via Wibree, which in turn would upload
the information to a website where the jogger could compare his performance with that of
other runners or get advice from a trainer. 

Wibree sensors could also be placed in a gold club and used to upload data to the Internet
about a player’s swing, again via a mobile phone, where a golf instructor could offer advice
about improving his or her game.

The technology is being designed to communicate with a phone or other device within 10
meters, and can transfer data at 10Mbps, Nokia said. It can be implemented in a standalone
chip or as a dual-mode chip that includes both Bluetooth and Wibree.

Bluetooth has inherent power limitations because it includes a fixed packet-size and
frequency-hopping technology, Iannucci said. Wibree uses a different modulation technique
that does a better job of avoiding interference, which helps reduce its power requirements, he
said. 

Several companies are working with Nokia to define the Wibree specification, including
Broadcom, Epson and Nordic Semiconductor, Nokia said. They hope to submit the technology
to a standardization process, which could help it to gain wider support.

Nokia hopes eventually to license Wibree to manufacturers that wish to use it. 

Wibree isn’t the only contender for use in wireless sensors, however. Zigbee is an ongoing
standardization project and has similar characteristics to Wibree.

However, because Wibree uses the same radio as Bluetooth, the economics of deploying it
are better, according to Iannucci.

Bluetooth’s supporters are working to lower its power consumption and reduce other draw-
backs with the technology.

A A A A few few few few jokes jokes jokes jokes from from from from DudleyDudleyDudleyDudley, , , , ZS2AWZS2AWZS2AWZS2AW
People are a mennace with their transistor radios.

Wherever you go, out in the country, on the beach - radios are blaring
away. It's really terrible - I can hardly hear myself playing my bagpipes.....

If you have one clock, you know what time it is.

If you have two clocks - you don't know what time it is.

If you have ten clocks - you understand how hard it is to tell time.

That's what science is all about.

                                                                    Page 9



A "J-pole" half-wave vertical for 4
meters.

From Johan Terblanche ZS1I

With the recent growth in 4-meter activity, I have seen a number of
requests for homebrew vertical antennas for this band.  Build this well-
known J-Pole antenna for four meters and enjoy working with a fully-
fledged homebrew 4-meter antenna.

The drawing is fully illustrated and simple, hence no necessity for further
construction details.

Boot Boot Boot Boot SaleSaleSaleSale
This was held on Saturday afternoon, 7th October with some 13
members attending. There was some buying and selling and even
more talking. All round it was an enjoyable afternoon. it was nice to
meet Johan ZS1JDT, with his huge truck who happened to be in P.E.
that Saturday.
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Minutes of PEARS Monthly Meeting

Held at the St. Hugh’s Church Hall, Newton Park, P.E. on 21
September 2006

Welcome: The Chairman welcomed all in attendance.

Present and Apologies: As per the attendance register.

Apologies noted from ZS2BWB, ZS2AE, ZS2WG

Acceptance of previous meeting minutes:

Proposed:  ZS2AG, Seconded:  ZS2DL

Matters Arising:  

A question whether QSX had been sent via email was answered
in the affirmative.

Correspondence: 

In: A bank statement

Out:  Nil

Finance: 

Finances reported to be in good health. 

Payments made during the month:

Slipper electricity R121, QSX printing R300,
postage, VW Rally claims R815, RAE fees paid to
SARL R2700 (which will be claimed back from the
NMMM for mountain club new members), repeater
licence R48

General:

1. The boot sale date was discussed, and finalized as the 7th October, 14h00 onwards.  Venue to

be the open field in Westering, on Townsend ave.

2. HF Field Day:  18th & 19th November.  The club should aim to set up more than one station.

Possibly three teams of 5 each since there were at least 15 people who responded positively to

the idea in the survey.  Any volunteer team leaders to contact Al, ZS2U

3. Jota:  Chris is looking for volunteers for a possible Jota station.  No details had been received

from his contact in the scouting world as yet.

4. Mountain Club:  Planning a large scale exercise on the weekend of the 7-8th October at

Hogsback.  Radio hams are welcome to join in.  Please contact Kendal Watson, ZR2WAT, on

072 841 2266.  Some accommodation is available.

The business of the meeting was concluded at 20h23. Tea, coffee and biscuits were enjoyed,

followed by a short talk on Portable antennas by Al, ZS2U.
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Japanese University Launches
Amateur Radio CubeSat

Hokkaido Institute of Technology's HIT-SAT satellite has joined several
other CubeSats carrying Amateur Radio payloads in space. The tiny
satellite was launched successfully on September 23 from the Uchinoura
Space Center in Japan, and its CW telemetry was copied around the world
on the satellite's initial orbits. Over the weekend, HIT-SAT's CW telemetry
was halted as a power-saving measure during attitude control procedures,
but the satellite remained silent after attitude control should have ended.

The team reported on its website that they had tried some commands to
restart the CW, but this had been unsuccessful. Fortunately, the FM
transmitter of the HIT-SAT is normal and they are trying to get some
telemetry data. Ground controllers then plan to look more closely into the
problem.

Like other university-built CubeSats, HIT-SAT was constructed using
mostly off-the-shelf parts. The 1200 bps FM packet downlink is on 437.425
MHz, while the CW telemetry downlink is on 437.275 with a transmitter
power of 100 mW. The CubeSat uses a VHF uplink.

The HIT-SAT team is seeking reception reports, including audio files. The
satellite's call sign is JR8YJT. Please visit http://mitsat.hit.ac.jp/ to post your
reports.

Once fully operational, HIT-SAT will permit Earth station operators to
request certain parameters by transmitting DTMF commands on the
145.980 MHz uplink. The satellite can report back time/date, temperature
and power supply voltages and thank the Earth station by call sign. Only
HIT-SAT ground station controllers can access the satellite at this point,
however. 

The satellite is in a sun synchronous orbit with an orbital altitude of 250 km
at perigee and 600 km at apogee and an inclination of 97.79 degrees. A
12-cm square cube, HIT-SAT weighs 2.2 kg.

AMSAT has not yet assigned HIT-SAT an OSCAR designation.

Radio Officers Campaign for 500 kHz Heritage Frequency
For 100 years 500 kHz has been the calling and distress frequency for merchant shipping.
The distress call SOS became the official distress signal from 1st July 1908; this was
agreed at the Berlin Wireless Telegraph Convention held on 3rd November 1906.

There are many who think that the Titanic was the first ship to send SOS but there are
recorded instances of it being used in 1909 and 1910.  The use of 500 kcs and the SOS
distress signal have saved over 10 000 lives.

To recognise the centenary of SOS and 500 kHz the Radio Officers Association are
launching a campaign to have the frequency recognised as a ‘heritage’ frequency.  The
official start date of the campaign is the centenary of it being formally recognised
internationally.

To mark this important event the Radio Officers Association is running a special event
station on 3rd November at the Lizard Marconi Wireless Station in Cornwall with the call
sign GB500KCS operating mainly CW as befits the celebration.  The following day it will
operate from the Poldhu Marconi Centre using SSB and CW.
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Many DXers still use International Reply Coupons (IRCs) issued by the Universal
Postal Union (UPU) to cover return postage for QSL cards. As of January 1, 2002,

UPU-issued IRCs bear expiration dates, after which the coupon has no value. The
so-called "Beijing model 1" IRC expires December 31, 2006. The newest IRC, the

"Beijing model 2," expires December 31, 2009. Check any IRCs you've got on hand

for an expiration date! 

The UPU says IRCs are exchangeable in all member countries for the minimum

postage of a priority item or an unregistered air mail letter sent to a foreign country. 

It is mandatory for post offices in UPU member countries to exchange the coupons.

IRC EXPIRY DATES
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